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Introduction

In this comic book, naturalized U.S. 
citizens tell their immigrant stories 
in their own words: how they built 
careers, fled war zones, united with 
family, found belonging, created 
a new home, and made America a 
better place. 
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Did You Know?

There are

48 million
immigrants in 

America, 14.3% 
of the population.

Half of all 
immigrants, 24 million,

are naturalized
U.S. citizens.

Immigrants fill 
roughly 1 in 4 

jobs in the fields of

agriculture,

construction, 

and STEM.

2.8 million 

immigrants are 
children.
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3.9 million immigrants
are entrepreneurs – that’s 

 24% of all 
business  
owners. 

230
Fortune 500 

companies 
were founded by 

immigrants or children 
of immigrants.

Immigrants 
pay some 

$652 billion 
in taxes 

every year. 

35% of 
immigrants have a 

college or
graduate
degree. 

23 million  U.S.-born residents

live with at
least one
immigrant

parent.
3 out of 4

immigrants are

proficient in 
English.
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We all come from 
somewhere.



What’s your story?
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Draw Your
Own
Comic
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35Share on social media using #GreatImmigrants
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About the comic book
Every Fourth of July since 2006, Carnegie Corporation of  
New York has celebrated the contributions of naturalized 
U.S. citizens through its Great Immigrants, Great Americans 
tribute. This comic book was published on the 20th anniversary 
of the public service initiative to recognize the more than 
750 naturalized citizens honored as Great Immigrants by the 
philanthropic foundation. 

Special thanks to the Great Immigrants who shared their stories 
in the comics and to the American Immigration Council for its 
research. Learn more at carnegie.org/immigrantstories.

About the Creators
Concepts and scripts by ELINE 
JONGSMA and KEL O’NEILL. Eline and 
Kel lead the immersive storytelling 
studio Jongsma + O’Neill. They are Emmy 
nominees, Webby honorees, and were 

artists-in-residence at the Sundance Institute. Eline was born in 
the Netherlands and became a naturalized U.S. citizen in 2021. Kel 
was born in the United States and is an Eisenhower Fellow.
 

Illustrations by CHUAN MING ONG. Ming is a Dutch 
illustrator who creates award-winning illustrations 
for publications like The New Yorker and the Los 
Angeles Times. He received an F-1 visa to study art in 
the United States as a BFA student at Laguna College 

of Art and Design and has a BA and an MA from Leiden University.

https://www.carnegie.org/news/articles/great-immigrants-great-americans-the-comic-series/


More than 7 million 
immigrants are eligible 

to naturalize and become 
American citizens –  

and Great Immigrants! 



carnegie.org/immigrantstories
#GreatImmigrants

https://www.carnegie.org/news/articles/great-immigrants-great-americans-the-comic-series/
https://www.carnegie.org/

