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A B O U T T H E

Carnegie Commission on Preventing Deadly Conflict Series

Carnegie Corporation of New York established the Carnegie Commission on Pre-
venting Deadly Conflict in May 1994 to address the threats to world peace of inter-
group violence and to advance new ideas for the prevention and resolution of
deadly conflict. The Commission is examining the principal causes of deadly eth-
nic, nationalist, and religious conflicts within and between states and the circum-
stances that foster or deter their outbreak. Taking a long-term, worldwide view of
violent conflicts that are likely to emerge, it seeks to determine the functional re-
quirements of an effective system for preventing mass violence and to identify the
ways in which such a system could be implemented. The Commission is also look-
ing at the strengths and weaknesses of various international entities in conflict pre-
vention and considering ways in which international organizations might contrib-
ute toward developing an effective international system of nonviolent problem
solving. The series grew out of the research that the Commission has sponsored to
answer the three fundamental questions that have guided its work: What are the
problems posed by deadly conflict and why is outside help often necessary to deal
with these problems? What approaches, tasks, and strategies appear most promis-
ing for preventing deadly conflict? What are the responsibilities and capacities of
states, international organizations, and private and nongovernmental organizations
for undertaking preventive action? The Commission issued its final report in De-
cember 1997.

The books are published as a service to scholars, students, practitioners, and the
interested public. While they have undergone peer review and have been approved
for publication, the views that they express are those of the author or authors, and
Commission publication does not imply that those views are shared by the Com-
mission as a whole or by individual Commissioners.
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